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GFWC MN NEWS In A Nutshell

2024 - 2025 Vol 2. No. 1


GFWC MN President’s News


I find myself looking back and thinking, ‘Where did the time go?’ It’s been a busy 
couple of months since I sat down to breathe! We’ve had five District Conventions 
and a GFWC MN Convention. I’ve traveled to New Ulm, Henderson, Burnsville, and 
up north to Nevis. I’m sorry to have missed the South West District convention in 
Windom and the West Central District convention in Starbuck this year, but I 

understand that President Elect Laura Bergman did a fine job at Starbuck and 1st Vice President Minette 
was impressive at Windom. I thank you both greatly for helping with those duties. We had a good 
turnout for the GFWC MN Convention in Burnsville. If you attended these conventions, I thank you, 
and I hope you had a good time. If you did not attend, please consider supporting your District and 
GFWC MN by attending next year.


We’re now in the process of planning for the Fall Workshop at St. John’s in Collegeville on July 25, 
2025. I hope you’ll save the day! Mark your calendar. Not only do we get their wonderful bread for 
lunch, but we get to have workshops! Minette will be promoting “Writing for Effect”, either Laura or I 
will talk about Membership with “Don’t Let the Dogs Out!” and “You Have the Power!” will be 
presented by Nevis Area Women’s club members Kathy Carney and Jackie Voight. See you there!


Today I received an email from Lindsay Cobb, Senior Campaign Associate for Shot@Life. We have 
been challenged with “GFWC’s Measles Mission: From Clubwomen to Community Children. For only 
$5 a child can receive the two doses they need to be protected against the disease for life. The aim is to 
help reach 16,000 children with measles vaccines between July 2024 and June 2026. Minnesota raised 
almost $200 in the first year of the campaign. The goal for each state is to raise $1,600 over that two-
year period. We can do this! I pledge my $5 today. For more information go to shotatlife.org/gfwc-
measles.


I’m going RVing next week, then to the GFWC Int’l Convention in Atlanta on June 4-10th.


Hope you are having a lovely spring/summer/winter!


Diane Hannah, President

GFWC MN


Our Children 
Are Our Future!
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GFWC MN Empowering Women 2025

 SUSAN ANDERSON Bloomington Federated Woman’s Club 
Susan is an extraordinary individual, always willing to lend a hand and support club 
activities. A member since 2010, Susan has served as Club President for three years and 
chaired the Club fundraiser for a decade, helping raise funds for scholarships. For ten 
years she has created the club’s Yearbook. She developed and continues to maintain the 

club website. Susan has served on Nominating and Budget committees and served as chair of the 
District Convention. She currently serves as the District Treasurer. She has attended District and State 
Conventions and the Fall Workshop. Her dedication and contributions make her a true example of 
empowerment and her club is grateful for everything she has done for them and the community.

 CONNIE MOEN Blackduck Tri Sigma GFWC 
A member of Tri Sigma since 2011, Connie has held the position of Treasurer and 
Environmental Program Chairman. She is passionate about the environment and has 
presented interesting programs. She attended EC District, GFWC MN and MVR meetings 
since joining. She is our top recruiter of new members. Her family is a high priority for 

her. She is very active in the Blackduck Farmer’s Market, as a founder and participant. She supports the 
Blackduck Community Library Food Pantry with food drives and donations. She and her husband have 
fostered sixty-two children. She also works as a paraprofessional for the Blackduck school system and 
served on the boosters’ club for Blackduck school sports. Connie Moen is a strong leader and 
exemplifies “Empowering Women.” 

 MARILYN NELSON GFWC West Suburban Women’s Club 
Marilyn joined GFWC Madison Study Club in 1963, was active in that club for 35 years 
before her and her husband Hal moved to Plymouth in 2000. She served as co-chair of 
Ways & Means Fundraising Committee for two years, then the Program Committee, 
bringing in interesting programs and speakers and a vintage style show. From 2006-2008, 

Marilyn was President of the club of 75 women, saying “These are the greatest women I have ever 
worked with. I count them all as friends.” She has served in many positions, including House & 
Hospitality co-chair, Historian, and Parliamentary Advisor. In 2006, Marilyn launched Art & 
Architecture, with 90 tours having been held since. Marilyn loved being involved in the women’s club 
no matter the position. We thank her for her dedication. 

 NANCY SALMI GFWC Grand Rapids North Star Women’s Club 
Nancy joined GFWC Grand Rapids North Star Women’s Club in 2004. She has served as 
Club President, Vice President and Club Secretary for three 2-year terms, Education 
Chairperson, served as District Secretary for four years and State Secretary for two years. 
She has been involved in many GFWC projects and fundraisers and is a big supporter of 
our scholarship program with Itasca Community College Foundation. She graduated from 

Augsburg with post-graduate work at Macalester College, Stanford University and UMD Duluth. She 
taught history in Virginia, MN for 34 years. She is active in AAUW, fundraising and the book club. 
Nancy’s love of history was apparent when she invited our club members to her family’s “Schoolhouse 
Museum” which was purchased for $1, relocated to her family farm and restored to it’s original beauty. 
It is now open to the public. 
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REGISTRATION. 


WHAT: GFWC MN Workshop

WHEN: Saturday, July 26, 2025

WHERE: St. Johns University/Abbey Quadrangle Building, Founders Room 170 (to

the right of the Abbey Church, parking lot to left of Abbey church)


**********************************************************************************

Advance Registration DEADLINE postmarked by Friday, July 11, 2025 (No refunds after this date)

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________


ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________


PHONE:____________________________EMAIL:_________________________________________


CLUB:_____________________________________________________________________________


DISTRICT: ___North ___West Central ___East Central ___Southeast ___Southwest


Note: Check all that apply. ___ State Office/Chairman ___District President ___Club President ___New 
member or 1st time attendee to GFWC of MN Workshop


Registration includes mid-morning break, (fruit, muffins, coffee,) lunch, and workshop fees $ 35

St. John’s Bread Fundraiser 	 	 	 	 	 ($10 each) x #_______loaves = $_____

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   TOTAL $_____


MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE to GFWC MN. Send registration and check by Friday July 11 to:

Pat Stevermer 

720 3RD AVENUE SW

 SLEEPY EYE, MN  56085


Call or email Pat with any questions related to registration: 

 	 	 	 (507) 920-6513  OR EMAIL AT  stevermer@sleepeyetel.net

Tentative Agenda

9:00 - 9:30 Meet & Greet. Set up display tables. Mid-morning snack.

9:30 - 10:00 Report from National Convention - Diane Hannah, GFWC MN President

11:00 - 12:00 Workshop Begins 

     Writing for Effect Minette Stalheim Johnson

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch

1:00 - 2:00 Workshop Continues

     Don’t Let the Dogs Out How many times have I said this when someone leaves and the dog is 
standing by the door? Sometimes we have to be reminded what should be plain as day, right? How many 
times have you thanked your members for being members? Find out more about treating your members 
with respect and giving them credit for things they do.  

     You have the Power!  The Nevis Area Women’s Club latest winners - Kathy Carney & Jackie Voight
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Did you notice this article in the GFWC News & Notes from May 16, 2025?

Blanket the World by Diane Hannah, GFWC Minnesota State President
At the GFWC Minnesota workshop at St. John’s University in May 2024, I introduced my 

state president’s theme for 2024-2026, “Our Children Are Our Future.” My state project, “Blanket 
the World,” was introduced.

The first blanket was tied and presented to speaker Patty Wetterling after telling her story, 
“Dear Jacob: A Mother’s Journey of Hope.” She spoke about her struggles dealing with her son 
Jacob’s kidnapping and the recovery of his remains 27 years later. The blanket was yellow, Jacob’s 
favorite color, and was inscribed with “Jacob’s Hope, Donated by GFWC MN.”  We aim to reach 
1,000 blankets by May 2025.

Two pieces of fleece cut the same size, placed back-to-back, with a square removed from the 
corners, and one-inch strips cut on all sides. Strips are tied together all around the blanket.  No 
sewing is required. It’s a great way for members to have fun while working on a project that 
warms their hearts. 
The project ballooned with a grant from Thrivent for $250 to buy supplies for the project. Club 
members purchased yards of fleece and found a source for blanket kits. Clubs held workshops for 
tying blankets and have completed over 350 blankets. Donations were received from members and 
communities. Blankets have been donated to the Boys & Girls Club in Minnesota, Advocates for 
Family Peace, and the police.

This is not the end of the story. There are so many children to keep warm. We will continue to 
“Blanket the World!”

NEWS from GFWC MN Clubs


Clubs continue to Blanket the World…..


Thanks to Starbuck, Sleepy Eye, and  Grand Rapids!  


Photos are in the body of the email. Including the three photos here made the file too large for the 
server to send as a normal pdf. It would have sent using Google Drop. 


Please check out the photos in the email… and keep sending photos, but try to send as smaller file 
sizes! Thank you. 





Some of the “snuggle bugs” found at the State 
Convention (sold for $5. each)
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UPCOMING EVENTS


Remember in the Mini NEWS - our State President, Diane Hannah wrote…

“I’ve asked that for the second year of my term, the emphasis of GFWC MN members and clubs 
be on reading to children at home, at school, at the library, and on vacation. We’re all about 
volunteering. Let’s help children of all ages use their imagination and discover new horizons. 


	 “READ A BOOK, THE WORLD AWAITS” is my new project for 2025-2026”


Send your club’s participation in reading to children and making blankets to:

 Diane Hannah, GFWC MN State President 

dmhannah50@yahoo.com

 

Minette Stalheim Johnson, GFWC MN 1st Vice President 

msjohnson.officemail@gmail.com 


Thank you!




***Keep track of the hours you spend reading to children. 
Those hours are reportable! 

If you are not signed up as a member of ESO and you will be 
reading to children, please reach out to Beth Cornish, GFWC 
MN Education and Libraries & ESO Department Chairman. 
Her email is: beth928@gmail.com. Cell # 507-531-6587. 


Clubs - Plan now to write a narrative to go along with the year 
end statistical report that details how you participated in 
Diane Hannah, GFWC MN State President’s project, 

“READ A BOOK, THE WORLD AWAITS”


Register for the following: 


GFWC Mississippi Valley Region


GFWC Mississippi Valley Region Conference will be held September 18-21, 2025 at the

Beardmore Event Center in Bellevue, NE. Hotel Reservations should be made at the Courtyard by

Marriott. A king room is $119/night plus tax. A double queen room is $129/night plus tax. 

Reservations now through August 27, 2025 with booking link:


 http://bit.ly/GFWCMissValleyRegionConference


The best way to get 
children excited about 
reading is to read to 
them from the 
beginning of their 
lives.


-J. K. Rowling

mailto:dmhannah50@yahoo.com
mailto:msjohnson.officemail@gmail.com
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GFWC International Day of Service - September 27, 2025


The General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC) is united in its dedication to

volunteer community service. For the third consecutive year, the 2025 GFWC

International Day of Service (GFWC IDS), formerly the GFWC National Day of Service, is 
scheduled on the last Saturday in September. The emphasis this year is to increase public 
awareness about domestic and sexual violence across the United States and internationally.


According to the World Health Organization, it is estimated that between 736 million and 862 
million women, aged 15 years or older, have experienced domestic and/or sexual violence. Within 
the United States, based on research conducted by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
more than 16 million people are affected every year.


As your club researches your community’s needs in the areas of domestic and sexual violence, and 
plans your 2025 GFWC IDS, there are eight subcategories to consider:

● Campus Sexual Assault

● Child Abuse

● Elder Abuse

● Human Trafficking for Sexual Purposes

● Intimate Partner Violence

● Military Sexual Assault

● Teen Dating Violence

● Violence Against Native American Women


Please show your support and register your club on the GFWC.org site to be part of the GFWC 
MN participation in the GFWC International Day of Service on September 27, 2025.


——


We are looking forward to seeing everyone at the Workshop in July!


Send in your registration to Pat Stevermer today.


