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GFWC MN NEWS In A Nutshell

2024 - 2025 Vol 1. No. 5


GFWC MN President, Diane Hannah, shared this: 


GFWC MN State Convention is May 2-4, 2025 at the Wyndham Nicollet Inn 
Minneapolis South Burnsville at 14201 Nicollet Ave South.  Rooms can be 
reserved online at nicolletinn.com or call 952-435-2100.  Registration is due to 
Karen Kaler Bruce by April 19, 2025.  Her address is 13036 Falcon's Way  
Savage, MN. 55378.  Total Registration and  All Meals is $84.00.  Rooms until 
April 6th were $109 plus tax--a very reasonable price.  

*This price may be available after the deadline - but that is not guaranteed.     


Bring the following:


Women's Sanitary Products for Mobile Loaves, our service project (see flyer on page 4)

District Baskets

District Flags

White gloves for those carrying flags

Blanket kits to tie during social time

Finished blankets for decoration on tables--mark them for "donation" or "return to club_____”.


Our LEADS 2025 Candidate has been chosen and will be announced at the State Convention!


There will be a LIVE AUCTION at the Convention on Saturday (in addition to other “fun” fundraising) 
Thank you for supporting Kayla Myhran in her role as the GFWC MN 2nd Vice President, Fundraising. 

Two of the items on the LIVE AUCTION will be Coach Bags!




Our GFWC MN project, “Blanket the World” continues at the State Convention!


There will be an opportunity to enjoy great conversation to warm your heart as your 
hands tie blankets to warm the recipients!


How is your club is doing? How close to the goal (1,000) set by Diane Hannah, our 
President will we be in May? 


Remember -  OUR CHILDREN ARE OUR FUTURE.     


Our Children 
Are Our Future!

http://nicolletinn.com/
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NEWS from GFWC MN Department and CSP Chairmen


GFWC Arts and Culture		 ***This article is REPRINTED from an earlier NEWS***

The GFWC Photography contests “encourage members’ artistic expression and visual

storytelling while recognizing originality, visual impact, and technical skills in photography.” This 
chairman also encourages you as members to take this opportunity to participate in the 
photography contests.


There are two contests:


1. The World in Pictures showcases the people, places, and things at home and around the

world in the following categories:

	 A. Our World Up Close – “macro photography creates photos of small items that appear to be 
larger than life (e.g. bugs or parts of a flower).

	 B. Natural Wonders – Use of wide angles and panoramas, or landscape images to showcase 
mountains, meadows, rivers, waterfalls, or any other magnificent vista.

	 C. Reflections – Features an object, setting, situation, or landmark that is reflected in glass, 
water, or another mirrored surface.


2. GFWC Living the Volunteer Spirit captures the special moments in the lives of GFWC

Clubwomen as they actively meet, advocate, volunteer, or celebrate in groups or one-by-one. 
There are several rules and guidelines: Here are a few: the photograph must be taken by you and 
have been taken between Jan 1, 2024 and December 31, 2024. A more extensive list of rules and 
guidelines is available on the GFWC Membership Portal under Club Manual, click on Arts and 
Culture. Contact GFWC MN President Diane Hannah if you are having difficulty logging on to 
the Membership Portal. Contact Becky McAlpine if you wish this information to be sent to you or 
your club.


If you are interested in these photography contests the DEADLINE for this year is BRING to 
GFWC Annual Meeting and Convention in Burnsville. If you have no pictures from 2024 to 
submit START now to take pictures for 2025 submission for next year. The photographs will be 
showcased and judged at the GFWC MN Annual Meeting and Convention. One photograph from 
each category will be submitted to GFWC headquarters for national judging. You are also 
encouraged as club and districts to consider “showcasing” Photography, Painting, and Handcrafts 
at the district conventions. Recognize participant’s art with “Best in Show” in the various 
photography contest categories, “Best in Show” for Photography, and “Best in Show” for 
Paintings and “Best in Show” overall Handcrafts (not in each handcraft category). These would 
then qualify to be judged at the GFWC MN Annual Meeting and State Convention for “Best in 
Show.”

Becky McAlpine

GFWC MN Arts and Culture Chairman

612-270-4015	 	 	 ***UPDATED PHONE NUMBER***

bdmcalp@gmail.com


mailto:bdmcalp@gmail.com
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PHOTO ENTRY FORM




Photography Contest Label (affix to back of photo)


Contest	 __ World Up Close         __ Natural Wonders         __ Reflections

Name:	 	 __ GFWC Living the Volunteer Spirit


Photographer’s Name _______________________________________________

Photographer’s Email _______________________________________________

Photographer’s Mailing Address ______________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

Photographer’s Phone Number _______________________________________

	 Name of Sponsoring State: Minnesota

	 Name of Club: ________________________________________________ 

Photo Title ________________________________________________________

Photo Location ____________________________________________________

Photo Date ________________________________________________________

Photo Caption _____________________________________________________





GFWC CLUB NEWS:  

GFWC Starbuck reported that GFWC member Marlene Hippe was chosen “2025 
Volunteer of the Year” by the Chamber Office. The award was announced at the 
Annual Chamber of Commerce Banquet.  Chamber member, Linda Hoffman (on 
left), presenting Marlene with the award. Congratulations Marlene!




The Winthrop General Federation of Women’s Clubs 
was organized and federated in 1920 as the Winthrop 
Study Club. The WGFWC celebrate 105 years of service 
in 2025! From left to right: Dianne Kuester, Barb Pagel, 
Bev Bussler (Honorary Member), Yvonne O’Brien and 
Karen Klenk. Back row: Rosane Johnson,Paulette 
Messerli, Denise Johnson, Amy Foster, Jean Sanders, 
Diane Fredin, and Linda Benson. Not pictured: Honorary 
members Vera Bents and Gloria Dalin. Congratulations!


Proclamation Signing Ceremony with Golden 
Valley Federated Women’s Club 


and the Golden Valley Mayor and City Council on 
March 4, 2025 on the 40th Anniversary Family 
Violence Prevention Act and 30th Anniversary 

Violence Against Women’s Act  Congratulations!


Please draw an 
arrow indicating the 
top of your photo 
below.


Updated: 2020
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 


GFWC International Convention is June 6-10, 2025 at Omni Atlanta Hotel at Centennial Park  190 
Marietta St NW, in Atlanta, GA.  Please let our President Diane Hannah know if you are attending.  
There are some members attending from Minnesota who need roommates.


GFWC Mississippi Valley Region Conference will be held on September 18-21, 2025 at the 
Beardmore Event Center in Bellevue, NE.  Hotel Reservations should be made at the Courtyard by 

Marriott.  A king room is $119/night plus tax.  A queen room $129/night plus tax.  Reservations now 
through August 27, 2025 with booking link: http://bit.ly/GFWCMissValleyRegionConference.  


Has your club signed up for the GFWC International Day of Service on Saturday, September 27, 
2025?  The General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC) is united in its dedication to volunteer 
community service. For the third consecutive year, the 2025 GFWC International Day of Service 
(GFWC IDS), formerly the GFWC National Day of Service, is scheduled on the last Saturday in 
September. The focus for September 27, 2025, is to increase public awareness about domestic and 
sexual violence across the United States and internationally. Go to the GFWC webpage to sign up.


 

GFWC MINNESOTA 

SERVICE PROJECT 

STATE CONVENTION 

ATTENTION GFWC MEMERS … can you imagine waking 
up with the onset of your period and not having any per-
sonal hygiene products available? Or being a teenager 
who doesn’t want to go to school because she has no 
products in her home? Like I was, you may not be aware that there 

many women and girls out there who cannot afford or have access to the sani-
tary products we all have needed for our periods.  MOBILE LOAVES Twin Cities 
is a non-profit that goes into homeless encampments and many other loca-
tions to distribute food and other necessities, including kits that have a 
month’s supply of these products.  At the State convention being held May 2-4 
we are having a service project on Friday afternoon.  We are going to be 
putting together kits containing these sanitary products for their distribution 
— tampons, pads and liners.  We’re asking GFWC members throughout the 
state to bring products to the convention and assist in creating the kits.  IF 
YOU’RE NOT ABLE TO ATTEND THE CONVENTION — please consider picking up 
a package of these items and bringing them to your April club meeting for your 
representative to bring to the convention in May.  We thank you and we know 
the ladies who receive the kits will be extremely grateful.   

Ladies—we need to help women and girls less fortunate than ourselves! 
If you have any questions, please call of text me at 952-393-8707 or email at susondrew@yahoo.com. 

 Susan Anderson, GFWC Bloomington Federated Woman’s Club, Service Project Coordinator. 

 
 

http://bit.ly/GFWC
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GFWC CLUB NEWS continued: 

March 8, 2025		 PRESS RELEASE	 


Women’s Foundation of Minnesota Awards $20,000 Safety Grant

GFWC Nevis Area Women’s Club


	 The Women’s Foundation of Minnesota (WFM) has awarded $20,000 to the GFWC Nevis Area 
Women’s Club. The WFM works with communities to end violence by strengthening systems and 
infrastructure and investing in organizations that serve communities of color; Indigenous, LBGTQ+, 
individuals with disabilities, Greater Minnesota, immigrants and refugee peoples.


	 The GFWC Nevis Area Club Safety grant “You have the Power” aims to broaden the 
understanding of young women about personal safety in relationships, raise their levels of consciousness 
on the warning signs, and teach them to be able to develop the confidence to speak out should they find 
themselves in vulnerable situations with a goal of increasing the opportunity for young women to reach 
their full potential and live a healthy life.


	 The club will use the resources to deliver community awareness forums, provide 60 young 
women from Park Rapids, Nevis, Cass Lake and Walker schools with gender-based violence education 
workshops and self-defense awareness and training.


	 It is anticipated that our communities will have a better understanding of the scope of 
relationship violence and its effects on individuals and communities, with the goal that we believe and 
support survivors. The project is expected to launch in the summer of 2025. 

	 Please contact Kathy Carney, jandkcarney@paulbunyan.net for more information.

Congratulations!


—-	 	 —-	 	 —-

As GFWC MN clubs move into the spring and summer - and if fundraising is on your minds…


A note to clarify fundraising protocol: 

If items are raffled/auctioned at the club level, money goes to club;  at District, money goes to District;  
at State, money goes to State. How that money is used at each level is up to that entity. At GFWC MN 
Convention, the next District to host the Convention, has a table to fundraise. The same with Districts; if 
your Club is hosting the next District Convention, you may fundraise at the District level. All other 
fundraising at each Convention needs to specify where the money will be going. In other words, all 
proceeds for items sold at the GFWC MN Convention will go to GFWC MN, but we can specify for 
LEADS or just to Fundraising. Club and District By-Laws should follow that same reasoning. Of course, 
funds raised at the Club and District Level can be set aside for the GFWC MN LEADS program, too.  

	 Hopefully that helps and didn't confuse you even more!  

In conclusion, if something is donated and sold at the club level, they can decide where they want the 
money to go. If something is sold at District by a club other than the next hosting club, the proceeds go 
to the District. If something is sold at GFWC MN Convention, by a District which is not fundraising for 
the next Convention, the proceeds go to GFWC MN (LEADS or Fundraising).

Diane Hannah, President

GFWC MN


—-	 	 —-	 	 —-


mailto:jandkcarney@paulbunyan.net
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GFWC Communications & Public Relations

	 At the GFWC MN State Convention in May 2025…. Please take time to check the “Update 
Me Please Copy” of the State Directory! Updates will be made (and are continually made as you send 
me corrections / updates)! This is the list and contact information used to communicate with officers 
(state/district /club) and chairmen. The communication is only as good as the list! Thanks for your help!

 

Minette Stalheim Johnson, GFWC MN 1st Vice President 

msjohnson.officemail@gmail.com 




_____________________________

GFWC Volunteers in Action Week is April 20-26, 2025

Take photos - share what your club is doing!


A history note: The founding of GFWC by 

Jane Cunningham Croly was on April 24, 1890. 


April 24 is celebrated each year as 

GFWC Federation Day!


_____________________________

Congratulations!


	 Four club members are being honored as Empowering Women at the GFWC MN 
Convention, May, 2025. 

	 Those who missed the deadline (my fault for not reminding you earlier) will be 
honored at the 2026 GFWC MN Convention in New Ulm, MN.   

Diane Hannah, President

GFWC MN


See you at the Convention!


And… mark your calendars for Saturday, July 26, 2025 when we gather 
at St. John’s in Collegeville, MN for our State Workshop!

mailto:msjohnson.officemail@gmail.com

